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PICTURE STORY BOOKS 
Lattin, Anne Wilcox & Follett 
PETER LIKED TO DRAW $1.50 


* A charmer about how the right thing happened so Peter could keep on drawing 
and have his own pictures without having to erase them from the school blackboard each 
day. Really big, two-tone pictures by Richard M. Powers and a complementing text bring 
Peter up from babyhood, to disappointing first school days, and the cure- when his 
understanding parents re-do his bedroom so he can draw on the walls and have’ his 
own art supplies. And if these parents seem more accomodating than some, you feel 
Peter's energetic talents that they'll be rewarded too. Board, firm stitching. (Publ.) 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Justus, May Holt 
PETER POCKET AND HIS PICKLE PUP | $2.50 


The setting of these small boy adventures could easily be the same, Tennessee, 
as in May Justus’ other warm, regional stories. Peter Pocket who is called so becanse 
he always has the most wonderful assortment of things at hand, lives with his Granny 
Messer and his pup, in their cabin at the foot of Pine Mountain. And their poverty is n- 
obtrusive because they are lighthearted people whose joy is in life. Through the year, 
the seasons, Thanksgiving, Christmas, schooldays and summer vacation, Peter and his 
Granny make friends, have their bad times (that always turn out right) and their good- 
that, if unreal in their ever-present sunniness, do have a convincing virtue. Happy 
drawings by Jean Tamburine will please young listeners or eight and nine year olds who 
read for themselves. (loth. (9/7) 


Bradbury, Bianca Houghton, Mifflin 
TOUGH GUY $1.50 


Tough Guy, a Persian overcomes the stigma of being called a sissy by Joe, a 
tiger-gray alley in another fetching, feline tale by the author of One Kitten Too Many. 
His nerves steeled, Tough Guy goes to the park with Joe, accidentally falls in a pond, 
and when he swims and does not sink wins the respect and the friendship of Joe. Again 
the a ap mg but almost too photographic drawings by Marie Nichols. Cloth. (8/17 
LC: 53-6213 


Carpenter, T.V.W. Houghton, Mifflin 
THE TOO LONG TAIL $1.50 


* Animal friends help solve Jasper the Cat's problem, delightfully, pragmatical- 
ly and practically in a correct contrast for a nonsensical situation. Jasper wakes one 
morning to find that his tail has all grown out. To shorten it, Farragut the Scottie 
suggests they consult Wattlechop the Rooster who “disremembers how to unstretch"; Mr. 
Pig recommends frying it; etc. etc. and they end up with a wharf rat who ties a sheep- 
shank in it. There's verve in Campbell Grant's two tones. Cloth. (8/3) 


Slobodkin, Louis Macmillan 
CIRCUS APRIL lst $2.25 


On April Fool's day, Bo, an elephant in the circus which has just come to 
Tannersville, gets lost and entertains the whole town. Fog (Tannersville is on the sea) 
and Bo's coloring (he's been painted red, white and blue) make a “pink elephant” of him 
and lead to many false accusations, and Bo tangles with a bulldozer, disturbs the second 
grace at the public school, etc. It's obvious, but the healthy hybrid of nonsensical 
situations and Slobodkin's realistic cumiaes are amusing and ingratiating. (978) 
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Beim, Jerrold Morrow 
THE TAMING OF TOBY $2.00 
* Another of this author's convincing small boy stories tells of rambunctious @ 


Toby who when punished in school, finds his teacher*’s not so bad after all and realizes 

how to be a decent chap himself. After a firm dressing down, Toby carries a bundle home 

for his teacher Miss Walker. He meets her family, including her kid brother who has his 

own bad moments, is won over- and, in a later memory he has of the incident, learns the 

value of orderliness. Tracy Sugarman's spreads couldn't be more real. Cloth. (8/19 10:53-6663) 


CLASSICS, REPRINTS, INEXPENSIVE EDITIONS 


Winston Pixie Books Winston 
9/7 Cae $1.00 


Defoe, Daniel- ROBINSON CRUSOE- Illus. by Lyle Justis 
Dodge). Mary Mapes- HANS BRINKER- Illus. by Norman Guthrie Rudolph 
Stevenson,. Robert Louis- KIDNAPPED- Illus. by Daniel D. White 


These inaugurate a new series of uniform classics, simplified so that little 
more than their bare essentials remain. Where there may be an excuse for a revision for 
young moderns of, say, the stilted quality of Defoe's Crusoe or a shortening of Kidnapped's 
lengthy descriptions - these are matters of individual taste. But it does seem that 
readers should be willing to take what the authors wrote originally. That case is strength- 
ened by the bone-dryness of these revisions, all of which have been cut so extensively that 
little atmosphere remains, and the purpose- to introduce young readers to the classics- de- 
feats itself. Attractive size and format and plentiful supplies of colored pictures make 
up for textual imperfections. Plastic covers. 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- FICTION e 


Hultz, Helen Lorraine Abingdon -Cokesbury 
CANARY YELLOW $2.00 


A little girl named Lucinda buys a canary named Din Din for her eighth birth- 
day, but by the close of many aggravating chapters about Din Din and his care and rear- 
ing you may well be tired of the bird and the book. Lucinda lives in an Ohio town; she 
teaches Din Din to bathe, takes him to school, lets him fly out of his cage, and wins 
some prizes- and a move to a New York city apartment does not vary the content of these 
experiences. Not too well proportioned drawings by Jane Castle are a bleak addition 


to a harping, babyish book. (8/10) 


Wriston, Hildreth T. Abingdon -Cokesbury 
SHOW LAMB $2.50 


A mild but salubrious story of young Chad Warner who is anxious to take an 
active role on his father's Vermont sheep farm in the 1840's and to raise his own prize 
lamb for the nearby Turnbridge fair. Chad singles "Champion" out from the flock as his 
entry, marks him secretly, and pretends that the lamb is his. But at the fair, "Champion" 
disappears and is found with the flock of the crooked Crawford family. Recognition all 
the way around grants Chad his lamb, his lamb his prize,and the Crawfords their punish- 
ment. Satiefying rewards, and the pictures by Peter Burchard compensate for a lack of 
more robust activity. (8/10) 


Watson, Helen Orr Farrar, Straus & Young - Ariel 
BEANO, CIRCUS DOG $2.75 


Black Horse of Culver (1950, p. 517) and Fools. Over Horses. (1952, p. 701) were @ 
stories with ideals of good breeding, both in horses and humans. This tells of a cast- 
off mutt who wins a warm home and a well-earned reputation in a circus. Red, the animal 
feeder, buys Beano and both land in trouble, brought on, for the most part, by Beano's 


affection and near-human desire to see his new master get ahead. Beano, a natural show- 
off, becomes a clown dog in the bareback act and Red, who has been working with the 
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lions, gets a chance to perform with them - and the pretty lion trainer's daughter. 
The big top atmosphere, animal antics and an unaccented romance may tempt older 
readers, too. Sprightly. Illustrations by Marie C. Nichols. (9/11 LC: 53-7088) 


Chastain, Madye Lee | Harcourt, Brace 
FRIPSEY SUMMER $2.50 


A gay sequel to Bright Days. (1952, p. 451) in which young Marcy's loneliness 
was cured with the advent of the Fripsey family who moved in, en masse next door. The 
main concern of Marcy and the Fripsey kids, whose ages range from four to fifteen, is 
for Mr. Fripsey's new job. If things go well his boss will appoint him to a recently 
vacated regional directorship for his firm. But “mean” Mr. Tibber's impending visit 
doesn't prevent them from having fun in the interim. They go camping, explore a for- 
bidding old quarry, etc. Then they're astonished when Mr. Tibber turns out to be 
friendly 01d Hank with whom the youngest Fripsey has been having heart to heart talks 
on the lawn, and whom she has won over completely. Happy hilarity, smartly illustrat- 
ed by the author. (8/20 LC: 53-7863) 


West, Jerry Garden City 
THE HAPPY HOLLISTERS each $.95 
THE HAPPY HOLLISTERS AND THE INDIAN TREASURE 
THE HAPPY HOLLISTERS AT SEA GULL BEACH 
THE HAPPY HOLLISTERS ON A RIVER TRIP 


Exuberance in high gear marks the adventures of this robust family that spreads 
sunshine wherever it goes- but may dampen your spirits. And their activities are intro- 
duced in a new series that duplicates the low grade situations of the Bobbsey Twins 
and are no threat to ar infantile mind. In the title volume, Mother and Father, Pete 
12, Pam- 10, Holly and Ricky- 7 and 8, and Sue- 4, and their jolly collie Zip move to 
a new home in Shoreham on Pine Lake. There the bulk of their time is taken up with 
the general exitement of parties, minor accidents, and a major mystery involving the 
location of a lost treasure hidden in their new house by its former owner. The next 
three books take them on various trips with attendant complications. Illustrated with 
traditional black and whites by Helen S. Hamilton- the content here is also traditional, 
harmless rathen than beneficial, wholesome, and undifferentiated. (8/3) 


Lawrence, Mildred Harcourt, Brace 
ONE HUNDRED WHITE HORSES $2.50 


Ten year olds will take to the light adventure and wish-come-true impact in 
the chronicles of the Page family who move from New Haven in 1886 to set up a store on 
the Indian River in Florida. Hardy, happy individuals, Penny and her mother and father 
make friends with the assortment of people near them- a lovable scholar, a family of 
giggling girls, a rival storekeeper and his son. Penny's wish, to count up white 
horses for a big wish, is miraculously granted when a boatload of Lippizaners from Cuba 
is wrecked near them. A millionaire gants the community money for a school, Mr.Page 
and his rival become partners, and a real town is started. Oscar Liebman's drawings are 
tropical. (8/20 Lc: 53-7866) 


Newberry, Clare Turlay Harper 
ICE CREAM FOR TWO $2.50 


A beguiling mother and son story written with the air of complete reality. 
In a small New York apartment eight year old Bruce lives with his mother, a struggling 
artist, who promises him they will celebrate with ice cream when she is paid for her 
drawings. Meanwhile Joanna, who lives nearby with her parents and a family of Siamese 
cats, gives Bruce a kitten to nurse when its mother goes dry. When the drawing money 
comes and turns out to be only a sixth of what was expected, Bruce and his mother 
celebrate anyway. Their day is a touching contrast between Bruce's innocent gaiet, 
and his mother's knowledge of their plight-- that's finally removed when Joanna's 
parents commission some portraits and they can stay in the apartment with the kitten 
and near their new found friends. The author's charcoal drawings, familiar from her 
other books, add verve to a swell story. (9/2 LC: 53-7116) 
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Houghton, Mifflin 

THE WONDERFUL FASHION DOLL $2.25 

Doll-minded little girls will be entranced with the unfolding of a family mystery 


Bannon, Laura 


that leads to the whereabouts of a doll described in a century old letter. When eight year 
old Debbie and her mother go to live on their family farm, their packing turns up 4a letter 
written by Debbie's grandmother mentioning Gay Event, a doll she had hidden on the farm for 
safekeeping. And once at the farm, Debbie is not long in discovering a secret room, Gay 
Event and her wonderful trunk of outfits. Black and white and colored pictures by the 
author illustrate this pleasant story for earlier readers, (8/17 LC: 53-6210) 


Houghton, Mifflin 


Musgrave, Florence 
STARS OVER THE TENT $2.50 
Florence Musgrave's flair for warm family stories with interesting situations 
flourishes when she tells of a father and daughter in the old Chautauqua direuit. (The 
"Chautauqua" was a group of itinerant! “cultured” show people, musicians, lecturers, etc., 
that started at the beginning of the century at Lake Chautauqua, N.Y., and travelled to 
improve tlie towns they visited.) Motherless, cello-playing Susan, with her father again 
after nine years in e Home, is hard put to find contemporary companionship. But her sa- 
tisfaction from playing their stands in small West Virginia towns and the growing love for 
her shy father win out over a tempting invitation to stay and live with a family she meets 
slong the way, and Susan becomes a trouper. Pictures by Robert Candy. (8/3 IC: 53-6206) 


Young: Heroes. Library Lantern 
$2.50 


Coombs, Charles- YOUNG PONY EXPRESS RIDER- Building and maintaining a way station 
on the Paiute and bandit threatened route from Carson City to Dry Creek backgrounds thirteen 
year old Tod Gilman's adventures with the Express. In spite of his age, orphaned Tod 
convinces the Express of his prowess and is sent with the older friends to do the job. In @ 
the process they fight off an old bandit enemy Ben Slade, make peace with the Indians, and 
Tod gets a chance to make a mail run. Solid ideals in a stolid story by an author with a 
wide audience. Drawings by Charles Geer are clear and well defined. (8/17) 


Orton, Helen Fuller Lippincott 
MYSTERY OF THE HIDDEN BOOK $2.00 


A rare first American edition of obinson Crusoe tg the sought-for object in this 
author's latest mystery for third and fourth graders. In the New York countryside, young 
Stan and. Vicky are asked to mail the book to its owner, their friend and neighbor, 
Professor Barton who is in London. But the professor's letter with directions for getting 
into the secret room where he keeps a whole rare book collection is lost. Then a suspicious 
marauder turns up. Stan's and Vicky's detecting, with the professor's gardener and some 
visiting relatives, reveals the secret. The marauder turns out to be a disturbed ex-student 
of the professor's, presumably bent on theft. Prospects of a nice summer vacation with the 
professor, when he returns, leave a pleasant taste, but the loud. stage whispers in the 
narrative make this for youngsters who won't bite through thin threads too easily. Illustrat- 
ed by Robert Doremus. (9/9) 


Rogers, Frances Lippincott 
FIRE ENGINE BOY $2.50 


Mr, Brady’s Camera Boy, a Civil War story (1951, p.323) revealed this author's 
talents for robust period fiction with a sharply defined angle. In this, mid-eighteenth 
century New York City and its fire house operations come alive with equal verve. David, 





visiting his uncle who lives near Ludlow Street Station, No. 8, has a colorful string of © 
adventures. He gets acquainted with the men, their engines, their Dalmatian Pete. Before 

he leaves, he has led them to the capture of a firebug, recovered Pete from captivity in a 

rival fireman's house, and witnessed No. 8's acquisition of a new steam engine. Sure fire. 
Author illustrated. (9/9 LO: 52-12908) 
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Jackson, Jacqueline Little, Brown 
JULIE'S SECRET SLOTH $2.75 


* A keen ear, a marvellous sense of situation and perfect insight into the nine- 
year old mind AND the surreptitious introduction of a giant two-toed sloth into an un- 
receptive household make sheer reading delight. A big, beautiful package wraps up @ 
bit of Thurber, a touch of Beverly Cleary's Henry and Beezus’ humor plus neatly pointed 
commentary on parent-child relationships and is something to gloat over. In spite of her 
parents' firm refusal to admit pets into their home, Julie Potter returns from a visit 
to relatives with Sampson, the sloth, when the local zoo is given up. She tries to keep 
him hidden until everything is auspicious for the announcement of his presence in her 
room, and, although she gets through the first evening - even giving him a bath -, is 
nearly caught out when she tries to feed him. The night is not peaceful; the next day 
is worse; Mrs. Potter finds Sampson and joins Julie in wanting to keep him. Winning 
over daddy takes a bit more doing but, in spite of a nocturnal chase, a bathtub scare 
and a humiliating church service, Sampson becomes a welcome guest. Young readers and 
their olders will find grins to belly laughs in this and agree with Julie that slothful 
Sampson is wonderful. Sampson's portraits by Robert Henneberger are ingratiating. 

(9/9 Le: 53-7311) 


Biemiller, Carl L. : Morrow 
) MAGIC BALL FROM MARS $2.50 —— 


* <A touching and imaginative stery about something most youngsters have thought 
of- and about- flying saucers. Young Johnny Jenks, hunting fireflies one evening ,meets up 
with a flying ‘saucer and an extremely ‘nige man from "Qut There".The man leaves with him 
a small glowing marble which can change temperatures, circulate, and bring the space 
man's voice to Johnny's ears. Johnny's father, a physicist, takes him to Washington to 
consult at the Pentagon but they are trailed- and taken- by the enemy and the ball 
provides their means of escape. But when the saucer, and his strange friend return, 
Johnny learns that a gift can be harmful when its powers are unknown and he gives back 
the magic ball and has his own reward from the Pentagon. The fantasy here is close to 
reality and is always attractive, as are the illustrations by Kathleen Voute. (9/9 — 


IC: 53-6659) | 


Cleary, Beverly Morrow 
OTIS SPOFFORD $2.50 — 


Perhaps mt as spontaneous as her Henry Huggins and Ellen Tebbits stories,this 
still has some mighty funny moments and follows the infectious misdemeanours of Ellen's 
contemporary, Otis. Dressed for the part of a bull in a bull fight at a school festi- 
val, Otis gets rambunctious and is due for a “come-uppance”™ but he goes unpunished on 
that day and heads on toward bigger and better escapades. He throws wonderful spitballs 
in the classroom, gets chummy with a rat in the science lab, has the honor of collecting 
bugs for a local high school football hero-before he and Ellen- whom he bullies con- 
tinually- finally have it out on the ice pond. The drawings by Louis Darling are just 
right. (9/9-/1C: 53-6660) 


Osborne, Chester Wilcox & Follett 
THE FIRST PUPPY $2.50 


Prehistoric times come alive in a story that is “straight adventure” as well 


as a good illustration of how the dog might have been domesticated. The author, who 
wrote The First Bow and Arrow, achieves @ good balance between his situation- a step by 
the Magdalenian people on the road to enlightenment over superstition- and his characters 


which he makes true to their world view, yet understandable to us. Great Bear, a young 
boy hunter whose people believe wolves have a spiritual power and hence will not kill 
them finds himself with a problem when his little sister brings home a wolf puppy. They 
name him Streak. While the rest of the tribe blames all bad luck, much of which comes to 
them from: the wolves they refuse to kill, on Streak, the puppy begins to prove his worth 
as a watchdog and hunting companion. Later, he leads them to much needed game and when 
Great Bear solves a cave painting mystery that explodes the wolf legend, there is a 
dramatic killing of the marauding pack. Illustrated with accurate, often dramatic pencil 
drawings by Richard 8. Osborne. Fine supplementary reading. (Publ.) 
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Geis, Darlene Winston 
THE MYSTERY OF THE THIRTEENTH FLOOR $2.50 
Fancy big city apartment life does not preclude the solution of a mystery @ 


that if rather far flown, has its elements of humor and healthy nine year old enter- 
prise. Martina, whose parents have just moved into the Park Milford, soon meets other 
children who live there and is initiated into their club. A dark figure in the hall 
alerts their attention; a jewel robbery follows; and their activities which range from 
hoodwinking head waiters to digging in linen baskets uncover the dirty work of a hotel 
manager. Contrived conniving- but robust entertainment for an unselective age level. 


Illustrated by Martha Huehnergarth. (9/14 LC: 53-6139) 
EIGHT TO ELEVEN- NON-FICTION 


Peare, Catherine Owens Holt 
$2.00 


HENRY WADSWORTH LONGELLOW: HIS LIFE 


Gandiii and Einstein have been subjects for this author's fine young adult bir 
Ographies; Audubon and Stephen Foster for the younger age group. Sympathetic perception, 
simple literary analysis and a sense of history maintain the high standards here. Open- 
ing with a viviiscene from Longfellow's Maine childhood, the lively narrative follows 
him through school, Bowdoin College and European travels, giving enough of a personal 
touch to his joys and problems and their connection with his early writing to make fluent, 
interesting reading. His later life- more travels, first and second marriages, teaching, 
friendships with Hawthorne and Emerson- is told fully, a welcome relief from the tele- 
scoping found in so many younger biographies. Nice black and whites by Margaret Ayer.- 


(9/2 I: 53-8972) 


Selsam, Millicent Morrow 


MICROBES AT WORK $2.00 rs 


There's a substantial record of science books for this age group- Play With 
Plants, Play With Leaves.and Flowers, ete.- to herald the author's description of mi- 
crobes and their connection with food and plant growth. A short introduction, on loca- 
tion, activity and types, leads logically into main chapters on the discouragement of 
bad microbes, the encouragement of good ones, and finally, their role as agents in the 
breakdown of dead plants to nitrates. Causes are carefully if not completely related 
and the assumptions should provoke the right kinds of questions. Interesting home ex- 
periments with food and its preservation help make a lively text. Attractively, illus- 


trated by Helen Ludwig. (8/19 LC: 53-7400) 


TWELVE TO SIXTEEN~ FICTION 
Caxton 
THE HIGH TRAIL $3.50 


A lengthy story of an enforced winter in the wilderness adds up to some pretty 
dull vicarious experiences for the reader. Bill and Red, whose fathers own ranches on 
the Nez Perce Prairie, go on an exploratory pack trip with an old foreman, John, to the 
land eastward to the Clearwater River. In an accident John breaks some ribs. Rather 
than abandon him and risk a rescue that may be too late, Bill and Red decide to make 
camp~- and we are spared few details of their hunting and housing problems during the 
winter. Realism that loses in prosaic telling. Abundantly illustrated by L.D. Cram. (9/15) 


Koch, Elers 


Crisp, Frank Coward-McCann 
THE GOLDEN QUEST $2.75 
England, France and Spain were temporarily at "peace" during the last decade 
of the seventeenth century when the hero of this grand manner adventure started out in © 


quest of his birthright. Young Jack Besom, precariously raised in Houndsby, Somerset, by 

@ gypsy "grandmother" with magical powers, tells his own story. And he makes a smooth and 
often breathtaking job of it too, for before readers have Jack settled.as the son of a 
castaway nobleman, they go with him to London, share the perils of Wewgate Prison and of 
life aboard a buccaneer ship captained by the man his Granny Besom's prophesies designated 
as the key to Jack's hidden past. Blood, thunder and Spanish pirate gold await Jack and his 
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friend Richard at practically every wave top- as they round the Horn, head for the South 
Seas and finally the island where Jack's father, Sir Arthur Gifford had been marponed 
years before to satisfy an ignoble debtor, When the buccaneer ship sinks, Jack, Richard 
and Sir Arthur escape alone to England. Strong head winds. Illustrated by R.M.Powers. 


(9/8 in 53-8393) 


2 Andler, Kenneth Farrar, Straus & Young~ Ariel 
THE SIGNAL NET $2.75 


Andler, who set a previous timber plot mystery, The Stolen Spruce, (1952-P.411) 
in the Maine woods, holds to a similar theme and scene here, but an unfortunate comic 
book level of brutality and simplicity mukes this a bad bet for its age level. Tom 
and Mark are no sooner at their Uncle's New Hampshire farm for the summer when they 
discover some smugglers who are importing heroin from Canada. The boys get jobs with 
a U.S. Coast and Geodetic surveying team that is remapping the district, and the chase 
is on. Instrument bearings, tracking the wilds, and capture lead to the apprehension 
of their enemies and a victory for the law. Illustrated by C. L. Hartman, (9/11 - 

LC: 53-7092) 
Dean, Leon W. Farrar, Straus & Young- Ariel 
THE WHITE OX $2.75 


By an author with an uneven record of fiction with American historical themes, 
this is a confusingly detailed account of Green Mountain operations in 1777, that 
chalks up one to his debit. Ezra Button, a bey who had settled on Lake Champlain with 
his brother Jed, is the hero. Jed has been captured and put under heavy sentence by 
the Tories in Canada, for the raids he and Ezra had made together on British lake ship- 
ping. Ne’'er do well, changeable Kyle Tucker, a Tory, is Ezra‘'s nemesis and a wild white 
ox in one of the British cattle shipments is Kyle's. Ezra joins the Green Mountain 
Boys and he and his captain figure a way to bribe Kyle to free Jed. After many 
skirmishes, Ezra finally gets to Canada and is on the point of seeing Jed at liberty, 
when Kyle murders a British officer and tries wisuccessfully to pin it on Ezra. Mean- 
while the ox has reappeared in several incidents to form another pivot of sentiment 
against Kyle. When both Jed and Ezra are freed, Kyle escapes too and has his revenge 
by burning their house and seeing the emaciated ox dead. An unsatisfying attempt at a 
“strong” novel. Illustrated by Tom Leamon. (8/17 LC: 53-7093) 


Franklin, George Cory . Farrer, Straus & Young- Ariel 
SHEBA $2.50 


Another animal story and an often beguiling account of a western Colorado 
Grizzly Bear. As an orphaned cub, Sheba is found by young Dick Moon and taken to his 
ranch for safety. She grows up, hibernates once, and makes friends with all of her new 
family before she listens to the call of the wild and leaves them. For the next three 
years, with intermittent happy encounters with the Moons, Sheba lives with her mate 
Baldy, rears two cubs, and braves many dangers, and the record thereof has fascination 
as well as humor. Illustrations by L. D. Cram. (9/11 103 53-7094) 


Waldman, Frank Farrar, Straus & Young- Ariel 
GLORY BOY $2.50 


Some basie questions of professional football get a realistic treatment, by a 
sportswriter who knows the game and its players, but unfortunately at the cost of ne- 
glecting another question- law school. Art Clay, from a small Minnesota college, is 
signed with the Chicago Bears. An escape clause in his contract permits him to leave 
if he decides pro ball is interfering with his law studies at Northwestern, but, during 
his training and playing as an end, his good nature is given some tough lessons in the 
gridiron art of getting mad and fighting back. By the end of the book and after glory- 
making games, Art has decided to forego lawacheal and be a full time pro, but, since the 
reader hasn't learned how Art has solved the problem is his own mind, the result is like 
@ snap judgement. Harve Stein's illustrations lend a photagraphic touch to plays and 


players. (8/17 LC: 53-7090) 













































Twelve to Sixteen- Fiction- continued July 1, -1953 


-390- 
Norton, Andre Harcourt, Brace 
STAR RANGERS $2.75 
The 80th century A.D. when an impartial rule of galactic systems is disinte- ; 
grating frames a science fiction story with adult concepts and a catchy theme. Kartr © 


of the loyal Space Patrol crashes on a strange planet where they find that the democracy 
to which they have been faithful is no more than a shell and that their own chieftain 
has false ambitions. They explore and settle the new planet which becomes a refuge for 
others, and as a new and better life unfolds, they learn that the planet is the legend- 
ary Terra of the first spacemen. Reptiles and birdmen as well as humans. people :this 

and their worlds are a myriad of far-reaching systems, quite imaginatively projected. 


(8/20 Le: 53-7869) 


Gilbert, Kenneth Holt 


TRIPLE-THREAT PATROL $2.50 


An old hand at fast adventure stories for boys turns in a tale of timber theft 
on Puget Sound. 16 year olds, Chuck and Doc, are on a motor boat camping vacation and 
are strandéi.om an island where Tim Elliot, also 16, tells them of Jarvis, whose pirates 
change log brands, and of his own grudges against big time lumbermen. Chuck and Doc stay 
on to help Tim and his grandfather in their handlogging and, with some ingenuity, to out- 
wit and nail Jarvis. It is Chuck's father who adds to the happy ending by taking the logs 
at an adequate price. “Snitably illustrated by Ernest Norling. (9/7? LC: 53-8965) 


Hogan, Robert Houghton, Mifflin 
HOWL AT THE MOON $2.50 


This author's first novel is a warm pioneer story of two dogs and the boy who 
must prove they are faithful. From Ohio the Shane family, Fortune, Belle and their son 
Obie come to settle in deserted Sioux territory. Fortune, afraid that Obie's dog Tip 
will run wild with the wolves, leaves her to be killed in the nearby town of Saladp, 
but the dog escapes to join them. Later Tip does go to the wilds. When she returns, @ 
the puppies she bears are killed by Fortune, all except Star who is secretly raised by 
Obie and grows up to prove the boy's convictions of his loyalty by fighting marauding 
wolves. A clean cut, authentic animal story, illustrated in dramatic line by Frank 


Nicholas. (8/3 IC: 53-6207) 


Means, Florence Crannell Houghton, Mifflin 
ALICIA $2.75 


The “social problem" vein in Florence Means' books continues here in the story 
of Alicia, a well bred Spanish girl from Denver who goes to spend her junior year at the 
University of Mexico. But Alicia, who must conquer her fear of being in a minority group 
in her own country must also fight her prejudice against part Indian Mexicans as well, 
and she loses stature in a narrative that seldom cuts deeper than dates with boys and 
the excitement of a new city. All in all, she and her roommate Honey, joust with six. 
Richard from Harvard has no human interests; Manuel, a handsome mestizo, lacks breadth; 
Luz and Amarante, students, represent the shallow in Mexican aristocracy. Finally it 
is Jim, down from Denver, who wins her heart. In spite of superficial characters and 
a near brush-off of academic life, the worthy theme and a colorful Mexico make this 
readable. Pictures by William Barss. (8/3 LC: 53-6205) 


Hill, Margaret Little, Brown 
GOAL IN THE SKY $2.75 


A career book about an airlines stewardess is informative to the nth degree 
but little more than a fact conveyor. Beth has to leave @ollege at the end of her junior 
year when her father's dude ranch in Montana fails and her job-hunting has a-happy ending 
when she gets a chance to be a stewardess. After passing all the tests (to which the ® 
reader is subjected in detail), she is sent for training near San Antonio, where a - 
troublesome boy friend temporarily snafus her progress by keeping her out too late, and 
she proves herself cool, calm and collected in a plane emergency. Her graduation assures 
her of six settled years (deo volente) and there is the possibility that she will return 
to Montana to marry Kirk, a young veterinarian, who, from a distance, has slowly been 
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realizing that she is more than the girl next door. Well proportioned drawings by 
Manning de V. Lee ((9/10 LC: 53:7308) 


Barnett, Grace and Olive Oxford 
GHOST TOWN MYSTERY $2.85 


A hack mystery with a background of the Montana mountains provides some shady 
doings for the 16 year old twins, Dick and Linda. An old letter, mailed in the last 
century, turns up in an auction in a nearby ghost town and opens up prospects of a gold 
mine claim and a suspicious hand on their uncle's ranch and a crochety neighbor are 
fair game for the young detectives. With pedestrian sleuthing, rightful ownership is 
proved and Linda and Dick get their stake as partners. Static drawings by the authors. 
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Lathrop, Dorothy West Random House 
RIVER CIRCUS $2.75 


Life on 19th century Mississippi River circus boat- is revealed in its true 
colors and sparked by an adventure to rival the lure of TV. With a crooked uncle after 
his inheritance, young Rush Taylor and his half-wolf dog, Shal, are forced to leave 
their Wisconsin home until things cool off. Once down on the Mississippi, they find 
work- Rush as an animal attendant and Shal as a trick dog- aboard Capt. Dan Whipple's 
circus boat. But the fear of his uncle, Sam Burton, and of detection through Shal's 
conspicuous characteristics, never leaves Rush, and when Sam, like a bad penny, turns up, 
there is the excitement of being marooned on an island with him before he's brought to 
the authorities. Fine period fiction, graced with a sense of history. Illustrated by 
Dick Dodge. (9/7 LC: 53-6285) : 


Chipperfield, Joseph E. ‘ Roy 
GREATHEART $3.00 


All of Mr. Chipperfield’s dog stories have been about Alsatians and their con- 
flict between wild and domesticated life. And from the Yukon territory of Beyond the 
Trail (p.360 of the June 15th bulletin) this returns to England where Greatheart escapes 
the kennels to roam the wilds of Somerset and Dartmoor before he is befriended by a 
farmer, Radmore. Loving, heroic descriptions follow Greatheart who in turn follows 
Lionel to war after a stint at an army training school, and finally becomes the “seeing 
eye” for Radmore who is blinded in battle. Strong sentiment, and there is rich detail 
in G. Gifford Ambler's pencil drawings. (8/31 LC: 53-10360) 


Winston Adventure Books. Winston 
9/14 ea. $1.50 


We are reviewing these again for the twelve to sixteen group but would like to 
reemphasize that they are simply dimensioned enough for ten and eleven year olds to read. 


Ashley, Robert- THE STOLEN TRAIN- The boy hero in this Civil War incident is 
fifteen year old private Johnnie Adams who goes as a volunteer with James Andrews on his 
famous railroad raid for the Union Army in 1862. As one of their first inroads on 
Southern territory after initial defeats, Northern forces under General Mitchell sent.An- 
drews and a group of men to capture an engine on the line between Atlanta and Chattanooga, 
run it north, burning bridges and tearing up track behiniithem. The fictionalized account 
here, tells of one escape after another and of their final capture (after the damage was 
done) and of Johnnie's flight to safe territory. Adequate.Illustrated by Lloyd Tarbert. 
(Ic: 53-7335) | 

Cooke, Donald E.- POWDER KEG- The never solved mystery of the raid on Bermuda 
tio obtain gun powder for Washington's liberation of Boston in the Revolutionary War is 
the kernel of fact for this adventure. A rather contrived narrative takes young Tom 
Rawlins to his older brother's military encampment outside Boston,gets him involved with 
the high command, including Washington himself. Aware of certain Loyalist sympathies in 
Bermuda and of Tom's ability as a boy, to take messages without arousing suspicion, the 
General sends him to Captain Barnaby, alias “Mr. Harris”. Tom sails with him on his ship 
for the islands and after the usual amount of stumbling blocks, they drug the governor 
while a big party is going on and make off with the gun powder. Pictures by Herve Stein. 


(LC: 53-7109) | 
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Glemser, Bernard- RADAR COMMANDOS- Off the beaten track of the series, this 
story is built around a British-Free French raid on a Nazi radar installation in Normandy 
during World War II- rather than an incident in American history. At Bruneval near Le 
Havre, fifteen year old Paul Martin is nearly captured when he goes back to watch the @ 
Germans who have taken over his family's farm. In hiding, he is eontacted by the British, 
whose photographic reconnaisance units have detected a new type of apparatus at the farm- 
enabling the Germans to detect night movements- which will necessitate innovations in 
allied air tactics. Needing his knowledge of the terrain, the British spirit Paul to 
England. Together they prepare for a commando raid, to capture the machinery so they 
can study it effectively, and they carry out their mission successfully. Unobtrusive. 
facts about radar and clean narration are good points. Pictures by George Avison. 

(Ie: 53-5331) 3 

Peare, Catherine Owens- THE LOST LAKES~ A good biographer (see report on Henry 
Wadsworth Longfeilaw: His Life in this issue) turns to adventure with a tough, healthy 
story of the Texas Rangers. A smooth narrative with the proper trials, crises and out- 
come, tells of fourteen year old Chett Roberts' journey with Captain George Arrington's 
company to discover the watering grounds used by Indians who made the long trip from New 
Mexico to raid Panhandle settlers. On the arduous trek Chett must overcome the jibes of 
the older men, prove his own courage - and finally find the Indians’ main trail- before 
he's made a Ranger. Trite but trustworthy. Clean black and whites by Lorence Bjorkland. 
(9/7 Le: 53-9609) 

Wells, Helen- ESCAPE BY NIGHT- As an incident of the Underground Railway that 
could have happened anywhere during the pre-Civil War years, this is a warming, suspense- 
ful story with some good portrayals of human relationships. In Marietta, Ohio, young 
Andy Pierce discovers that his father has started to help runaway slaves. Outstanding 
among the runaways, and the pursuers, with whom they come in contact are young Charles 
whose successful flight from a Virginia plantation has left him without his little sister- 
the professional slave hunter Kirby who haunts the river islands- pro-slavery Col. Webb © 
who turns out to be an Abolitionist. There's warmth when Charles' sister is finally 
brought to freedom, a thrill for the town when Salmon Chase comes to defend the Pierces 
from Kirby's invocation of the Anti-Fugitive slave law. Good reading. Illustrated by 


George L. Connelly. (IC: 53-7414) 


Winston Science Fiction Series. Winston 
9/14 ea. $2.00 


del Rey, Lester- ATTACK FROM ATLANTIS- Melodrama of the baser comic book sort 
escorts seventeen year old Don Miller's heroic adventures aboard his scientist uncle's 
atomic powered submarine. Under Navy supervision, the sub, whose personnel is complete 
with a junketing senator, makes a depth test run. Soon, they are captured by men in 
bubbles and taken to a doomed city where it's discovered that "Atlanteans" are cultured 
people who know about America from having made raids on the coast. Don of course makes 
friends with them and persuades the chief's son to set them free. Immature. (10353-9312) 


Marsten, Richard- DANGER, DINOSAURS:- A journey back to the Jurassic period 
adorned with a plot to discover uranium- that is as contrived and unreasoned as Mr. del 
Rey's phantasy on Atlantis. In the future the U.S. has developed Time Slips that make ex- 
cursions to the past. Young Chuck, an excursion guide, gets a mean party to handle, head- 
ed by Marsten. With no shooting of dinosaurs allowed, there's a mutiny when Marsten care- 
lessly breaks their protective "force field" and decides to use his gun (why he had it 
along in the first place is never clear). Then Chuck finds two lost geologists who were 
hunting for the uranium Marsten himself is after, and the plot's uncovered. Far fetched. 


(LCs 53-10556) 


Miers, Earl Schenck | World ®@ 
TOUCHDOWN TWINS $2.50 


* Lover Carmichael of Monkey Shines (1952) is back again and with his Northfield 
gang who played little League baseball in the earlier book is now ready for his first foot- 


ball season. Iover has also inherited the Northfield Weekly News from his aunt which 
Goofy Knowlton, a girl in his class at school, persuades him to run. A sophisticated « 
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observant and high humored narrative follows Lover and Sleepy throughsgridiron anguish 
and Lover and Goofy through crusading journalism. And in its more serious aspects, the 
book sets a sharp focus on fourteen year old growing pains, on the ideals of journalism 
which here aim to better the relationship between Northfield proper and a new housing 
settlement and reflect the rewards of a hearty community spirit. Wholly wholesome, and 
well illustrated by Paul Galdone. (9/14 LC: 53-6642) 


TWELVE TO SIXTEEN- NON-FICTION 


Real Books. Garden City 
9/2 ea. $1.25 


Block, Irving- THE REAL BOOK ABOUT CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS- Another biography 
to add to the increasing list. (Will we soon be able to say there's one in every 
series?) A fair account, this does for the older age group what Ronald Syme's olumbus 
(1952, P.402) does for the younger- though less dramatically. On-the-scene narration 
beginning with Columbus' boyhood adds to reader interest, and enough historical back- 
ground plus the tragedy of his frustrations and ambitions, make adequate supplementary 
reading, Pictures by Russ Anderson. 


Burton, Hal- THE REAL BOOK ABOUT TREASURE HUNTING- If this doesn't send its 
readers scurrying to the Caribbean or the Kimberly Diamond mines, it will, at least, 
open new vistas in the backyard, the attic or the local museum. For it is an excitingly 
written book about treasure- in the historic, artistic, modern economic, and, natch, the 
piratic senses. A variety of chapters-on topics from antiques to the discovery of the 
Mesabi iron range and raising old ships, successfully debunk romanticism and put effort 
and interest in its stead. Lots of fun. Jean Michener's drawings add drama. 


Gorham, Michael- THE REAL BOOK ABOUT GREAT AMERICAN JOURNEYS- Disappointingly 
fragmentary in spots, this tells of half a dozen or so early American treks- from the 
voyage of the Pilgrim Fathers to Harriet Tubman's Underground Railway activities. Others 
included are the explorations of La Salle, the scouting of Jim Bridger, the first 
settlers in Oregon,the pilgrimage of the Mormons. But incomplete ties with the rest of 
history,- for example the mere mention of Roger Williams at the end of the chapter on 
the Plymouth settlement,- may leave readers in a vacuum. Illustrated by Deane Cate. 


Leeming, Joseph- THE REAL BOOK OF GAMES - The author of Jobs That Take You 
Places (McKay) and The Real Book About Magic (Watts), both vigorous books, talks about 
games with equal vim. Icebreakers, active and quiet, indoor and outdoor, boisterous, 
for two people--are the categories into which he divides the activities. There are 
variations on the old along with some newest of new and all are presented in an easy, 
breezy informality that should entice - and un-ice. Ida Scheib's bhack and whites have 
the right kind of humor. 


Sherman, Jane- THE REAL BOOK ABOUT SCIENTIFIC FACTS- Last year Jane Sherman did 
a swell job in The Real Book About Bugs, Insects and Such, but we are put out with this 
odd and rather unconnected assortment of data, no matter how absorbing each particular 
item may be. With a warning in the introduction that single facts do not give the whole 
picture- the author proceeds with her book of single facts. There are limiting catego- 
ries- the ocean, the land, the sky, mammals, insects, vegetation, etc. but within each 
the order of notation is willy nilly, making this not much more than odd moment reading. 
Drawings again by Ida Scheib. 


Gaer, Joseph Little, Brown 
YOUNG HEROES OF THE LIVING RELIGIONS $2.75 


An introduction to the world's religions through excellently retold legends 
of their founders by the author of two fine adult reference books- Zhe Lore of the Old 
Testament and The Lore of the New Testament. Using the works as his sources- The Bible, 
the Koran, the Vedas, etc., Mr. Gaer tells of the principal achievements of twelve 
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leaders- Vishnu, Gautama, Mahavira, Zarathustra, Confucius, Lao Tzu, Abraham, Moses, David, 

John, Jesus and Mahommed. Throughout the maintains the Confucian concept of the éistinc- 

tion between religious and moral thought, and although he does not explicitly state trends 

and similarities, the overall effect is correlative as well as informative. The leaders' @ 
younger years- Vishnu's miraculous birth, Nimrod's threat to the infant Abraham, Jesus' 

boyhood, receive more emphasis but their later lives are not neglected. Interesting read- 

ing, and particularly valuable for reference, and the chapter head drawings by Anne Marie 

Jauss have a striking element of near and far eastern design. (9/8 LC: 53-7323) 


Waite, Helen E. Macrae-Smith 
HOW DO I LOVE THEE? $2.50 


* A spirited biography that does fine justice to the moving romance of Elizabeth 
Barrett and Robert Browning. The pattern of this relationship does not lose its fascina- 
tion from the time when, in the stern Barrett household, the shining but ailing Ba was 
the only soft spot in her father's heart, on to the intrusion of the insistent Browning. 
The drama of their love, which through Robert's buoyant vitality took her out of the sick- 
room, to Italy; her father's unforgiving censure and displeasure; and Ba's own fears that 
her infirmities would burden Browning, the depth of understanding here is at an adult 
level and illustrations from their poetry are selected in view ofits particular meaning 
for their lives together. A jubilant portrayal which necessarily ignores the more 
neurotic implications in these lives. J.L.G. (9/1) 


NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 
Woodward, Helen Beal Farrar, Straus & Young 


THE BOLD WOMEN $3075 


In a book that needs some background for appreciation, Mrs. Woodward writes of 
women who advanced the cause of their sex in America- suffusing their lives with the 
intellectual ferment of the 18th and 19th centuries. Anne Royall, Lucina Umphreville, 
"Miss Anti-Marriage", Sarah Hale of Godey’s Lady's Book- are a few in this stimulating ®} 


history of personalities and causes. (Full report on p.376. 8/2h. LC: 53-7084) 


Harper 
COWHAND $2.75 


"The story of a working cowboy" as told by a West Texas cowhand, Fat Alford, 
disposes of legendary misconceptions but has the robust realities of a home on the range. 
Out on his own at fourteen, he has his bad and good days and years, which, told in the ver- 
nacular, may well appeal to the Frank Dobie audience. (Full report on p.374.8/19 ° 


LC: 53-7734) 


Roosevelt, Eleanor Harper 
INDIA AND THE AWAKENING EAST $3.50 


An informative, challenging, human study of a powder keg section of the world 
that parallels to some extent, William Douglas' books, but has a more specific appeal to 
women, In it, Mrs. Roosevelt tells much in terms of her work with human rights and UNESCO. 
Her attitude is that of a student and her work here may well afford good backgrounds for 


study groups. (Full report on p. 373. 7/22. IC: 52-7298) 


Gipson, Fred 


Moody, Ralph Norton 
THE FIELDS OF HOME $3.50 


The author's share of hardships and heartthrobs, revealed in Little Britches and 
Man of the Fam: iy continue when the family, moved from Colorado to the East, send him 
to work on his grandfather's farm in Maine. Grandpa's crabbiness is softened by Uncle 
Levi's visits, the planning of a new barn etc., and the end result is a satisfactory rela- 
tionship between the old and the young. Illustrated by Edward Shenton. (Full report & 


on p.380. 8/7) 








